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Amendments to the Claim*; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (presently amended) A bus arbitration method for granting access to a common 
bus having coupled thereto a plurality of candidates desiring access to such bus, one of such 
candidates being granted access to such bus in accordance with the a method comprising: 

granting default access to the bus to a predetermined one of the candidates.or, in the 
absence of such default granting:? 

granting access to the bus to one of the candidates in accordance with predetermined 
priority criteria, such grant being modified when a plurality of such candidates request the 
bus, such grant to the bus then being such that the one of the candidates requesting the bus 
having the highest priority in the predetermined priority criteria not be granted the bus if such 
candidate was the recipient of the previous bus grant and with each one of the requesting 
plurality of candidates having a predetermined independent "wait count limit" indicating that 
such requesting one of the plurality of candidates has waited for n assertions of a grant to the 

r 

bus to other requesting candidates without being granted the address bus, where n is a 
predetermined integer, and wherein if one of such candidate's "wait count limit" is reached, 
such candidate receives the bus grant, except that if plural requesting candidates 
simultaneously reach their respective "wait count limit", then the bus grant will be granted in 
accordance with the predetermined priority criteria; 

wherein when multiple candidates are requesting the bus . the "highest priority" 
requesting candidate will not be granted the bus if such candidate was the recipient of the 
previous address bus grant; and 

wherein the bus arbitration includes determining whether or not one of the candidates has 
requested two consecutive transfers bv asserting a double-access request for the bus. 
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2. (cancelled) 



4 



PAGE 4/7 " RCVD AT 10/14/2004 8:92:12 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * 8VR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729308 * CSID: 5 084777234 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-20 



